Community Readiness Assessment Interview Questions
Dimension A: Existing Community Efforts
1. On a scale from 1 to 10, how much of a concern is the issue in our community? (With 1 being “not at
all” and 10 being “a great concern”). Please explain your rating.

2. What prevention/intervention programs or services are available in our community that address the
issue?

3. How long have these programs or services been available?
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4. What prevention programs or services are being planned for our community that address the issue?

5. What other treatment efforts or services are available in our community?

6. How long have these services been available?

7. What efforts or services are being planned for our community that address this issue?

8. Generally, do people in the community use these services? Are there plans to expand additional
services or efforts? Please explain.
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9. What policies related to the issue are in place in the community?

10. Can you describe efforts to involve the community, including youth and elders, in the planning of
prevention programs or services to address this issue?
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Dimension B: Community Knowledge About Prevention
1. Based on your knowledge, what does the community know about efforts being made to address the child
maltreatment? Include information such as the name of programs, the services provided, how to access
services, who they serve (such as youth, adults, males, females), and the focus of the treatment.

2. On a scale from 1 to 10, how aware is the general community of these prevention and treatment efforts?
(With 1 being “not at all” and 10 being “a great deal”). Please explain your rating.

3. What are the strengths of the available prevention programs and treatment services?

4. What are the limitations of the available prevention programs and treatment services?
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Dimension C: Leadership
1. On a scale from 1 to 10, how concerned are our elected leaders with providing child welfare
prevention/intervention programs for community members? (With 1 being “not at all” and 10 being “a
great concern”). Please explain your rating.

2. On a scale from 1 to 10, how concerned are our informal or influential leaders with providing prevention
and intervention services for community members? (With 1 being “not at all” and 10 being “a great
concern”). Please explain your rating.

3. How are these leaders (elected or informal) involved in efforts regarding child maltreatment in our
community? In other words, what are they doing?

4. Would the leadership (elected or informal) support additional efforts to address and plan for the
prevention and intervention of child maltreatment in our community? Please explain.
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Dimension D: Community Climate
1. How would you describe our community?

2. What are the community’s feelings about the prevention of child maltreatment?

3. How does the community support the prevention and intervention efforts?

4. What are the primary obstacles to obtaining or adding more prevention or intervention programs or
services in our community?
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Dimension E: Knowledge About the Problem
1. How knowledgeable are community members about the issue of child maltreatment? Please explain.

2. In our community, what types of information are available about the prevention of child maltreatment?

3. Is local data on child maltreatment and prevention programs available in our community? If so, from
where?
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Dimension F: Resources for Prevention Efforts
1. Who would a person turn to first for help if he or she needed parenting support?

2. What are the community’s feelings about getting involved in child maltreatment efforts (e.g., talking to a
person thinking about suicide, volunteering time, financial donations, providing space)?

3. Please describe any prevention plans or grants to address the issue of child maltreatment in our
community.

4. Do you know if any of these prevention activities or grants are being evaluated?
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5. These are all of the questions we have for you today do you have anything else to add?
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